
Characteristics of High Quality 
Reading and Writing Interventions 

Effective intervention instruction: 
❏ Accelerates reading and language arts by providing 

additional time regularly devoted to reading and 
writing instruction.

❏ Matches students to appropriate level texts.
❏ Is delivered in very small groups or with 1-to-1 

instruction.
❏ Is coordinated with core classroom instruction.
❏ Is delivered by an expert teacher.
❏ Includes the teaching of meaning.
❏ Is consistent.
❏ Is responsive to students (based on data and daily 

observations).
❏ Includes specific reading and writing components 

tailored to student need, adjusting intervention 
strategies as appropriate.

Characteristics of High Quality 
Mathematics Intervention

Effective intervention instruction: 
❏ Accelerates math by providing additional time 

regularly devoted to math instruction. 
❏ Is explicit and systematic. 
❏ Includes common structures for solving word 

problems. 
❏ Utilizes manipulatives and visuals before moving 

towards abstract understanding. 
❏ Includes fluency practice. 
❏ Is consistent. 
❏ Uses effective questioning and provides affirmative 

and corrective feedback. 
❏ Supports understanding and use of mathematical 

language. 
❏ Is responsive to students (based on data, daily 

observations, and analysis of student work). 

Tiers and Targeted Students 
*Tier one support should continue when students are supported through Tiers Two or Three.
**Only when services are provided within the general education setting.
*** Students performing one year below benchmarks start with Tier Two interventions and may move to Tier Three after two months of intervention if 
progress is not accelerated. 
****Students who qualify for ENL or special education, participate in an MTSS consultant model to ensure that a student has only one lead intervention 
teacher with input from others rather than a series of intervention teachers, which may cause confusion

This quick guide outlines the multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS) used in Garden City Schools, K-12.  It is a framework that includes Academic Intervention Services 
(AIS), Response to Intervention (RTI), and behavioral support as required by the NYS Commissioner’s regulation, 100.2.ee.  The Garden City MTSS plan was developed to 
meet the requirements of the Section 100.2 (ee) revision to Part 100 of the Commissioner’s Regulations adopted by the Board of Regents in July of 2000.  (See 
Legislative Basis in Appendix.) AIS, RTI, and behavioral supports have been folded into the comprehensive MTSS plan and hereafter will be referred to as MTSS 
supports. MTSS is not a curriculum. It does not dictate a specific methodology. It is a proactive approach to early identification and servicing of students to accelerate 
their learning and prevent further need for additional targeted support. MTSS includes:

1. Universal screening for all students early in each school year.
2. Increasing levels of targeted support for students who struggle with learning or social/emotional issues.
3. Integrated plans that address students’ unique academic and behavioral needs.
4. Student data to inform instructional decisions.



ELA ASSESSMENTS MATH ASSESSMENTS

Overview

Progress Monitoring
Various tools are used to screen students, monitor progress, and assess their learning and behavior. Tool include, but are not limited to: 
classroom assessments, screening assessments, follow up assessments, student report card data
Determination of Services
The level and duration of services is determined by the classroom teacher, appropriate specialists, and the school-based instructional 
support teams using the specific criteria noted in the K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 Academic Tiers of Support and the K-12 Behavioral Tiers of 
Support sections within this plan.
Exit Criteria
Students are exited from support services based upon a demonstration of appropriate progress toward meeting the grade-level learning 
and behavioral goals and expectations using progress monitoring data, classroom performance, and recommendations from the 
instructional support teams. 
Parent and Caregiver Notification
The school will notify parents of students who require support services upon commencement of the support program. The support 
strategies and interventions, estimated duration of the services, and exit criteria from the services will be outlined. Parents will be notified 
when services are no longer necessary. 

Behavioral Support 
GCUSD’s approach to behavioral interventions is based on an understanding that student experiences are the product of multiple 
factors related to classroom and school environments and the characteristics and skills of a student.  The multi-tiered behavioral 
intervention approach moves away from identifying student difficulties and focuses on a full range of interventions that are 
focused on student success.  "These expectations are based on the principles of civility, mutual respect, citizenship, character, 
tolerance, honesty and integrity."
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